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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1.02(b) as being 
unpatentable by Daniels (US 6,973,669). 
[clalms1,8, 16,&17] 

In regard to Claims 1 , 8, 16, and 17, Daniels discloses a method of digital video 
program reproduction within defined premises, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a plurality of electronic audio-visual programs; 

b) storing said programs in memory (Column 2 Lines 26-46); 

c) providing a plurality of program reproduction devices adapted to reproduce 

programs for viewers/users (Figure 4 and 5 show a plurality of reproduction 
devices); 

d) networking said memory and said program reproduction devices (Figure 5 shows 
the networking of reproduction devices); 

e) selecting a program (Column 5 Lines 28+ describes the selection of a program); and 

f) distributing the ability to control reproduction of said selected pro- 
gram among two or more reproduction devices so that, at the selection of a 
viewer, said reproduction of said selected program is seamless between said 
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reproduction devices (Column 6 Lines 28+ describes the control of the reproduction of 
the programs), 
[claims 2 & 10] 

In regard to Claims 2 and 10, Daniels discloses a method wherein said reproduction 
devices contemporaneously display said selected program on two or more of said 
reproduction devices (Figure 4 shows the choice of two or more reproduction devices), 
[claims 3 & 11] 

In regard to Claims 3 and 1 1 , Daniels discloses a system wherein the system each said 
reproduction device is designated to have, as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking, and 
during control conflicts, the reproduction device attempting to control playback having 
the highest control ranking, controls the reproduction of said selected program (Column 
5 Lines 28+ describes the control ranking of the reproduction devices), 
[claims 5 & 13] 

In regard to Claim 5, Daniels discloses a method wherein the above steps are carried 
out during a "live-pause" episode (Column 6 Lines 28+ the time shifting of the 
reproduction devices wherein it is known that time shifting includes a live pause 
command), 
[claims 6 & 14] . 

In regard to Claims 6 and 14, Daniels discloses a method wherein comprising the steps 
of: 

• viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device (Column 6 Lines 28+ 
describes the selection of program) 
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• establishing a pause point (Column 6 Line 27 describes the time shifting event); 

• pausing the playback of said selected program via said first reproduction device; 
and resuming the playback of said selected program via a second reproduction 
device from said pause point (Colunin 6 Lines 28+ describes the pausing of the 
playback of the selected program through the reproduction device). 

[claims 7 & 15] 

in regard to Claims 7 and 15, Daniels discloses a method wherein two or more 
reproduction devices are capable of reproducing a selected program independently 
(Column 5 Lines 5+ describes the reproducing of the selected program), 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, Daniels discloses wherein said memory is subsumed by a 
server (Figure 20 and 21 show the system as it provides various areas for storing 
information). 

Claim Rejections -35 use §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inverition was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

by Daniels (US 6,973,669) in further view of Block (US 4,675,757). 

[claims 4 & 12] 
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In regard to Claims 4 and 12, Daniels discloses a method in Claim 1, however, fails to 
disclose the steps of: 

• designating one reproduction device as a master device; 

• designating other reproduction devices as slave devices; and 

during control conflicts involving the master device and slave devices, allowing 
the master reproduction device to control playback of said selected program. 
Block discloses a system wherein the reproduction devices are master and slave 
devices as seen in Figure 1 and described in Column 4 Lines 13+. Block teaches the 
master and slave devices allow a method of having various recording apparatus to 
control reproducing and playback of programs. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the reproduction devices, as disclosed by 
Daniels, and further incorporate a system that provides master and slave reproduction 
devices, as described by Block. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dunlap (US 5,177,618). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5-00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Iran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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